Potential reformatting errors in cone-beam computed tomography for dentoalveolar surgery: a cautionary tale.
We describe the removal of a lower second molar tooth in which preoperative cone-beam computed tomography (CBCT) showed that the inferior alveolar nerve (IAN) was encased in the distal apex of the root of the tooth. During operation the nerve was found to be entirely separate from the apex of the root and not involved. With the wider use of CBCT in the treatment planning of dentoalveolar surgery, this case represents a cautionary tale to the clinician on reliance on clinical imaging and software in guiding the decision making process.